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UFO Cbservation, Pb.Cototer 1563

fpecial decurity Office (SAC)

4. Reference 880 message #7154p2, with reganis to evaluations of

45050 reports froi Minot AFS, The following conclunions have been
roached after m thorough study of tbe data sybmitted to the Forelgn
Techrology Division. 'Tha ground visual oightings appeer to be of
the star Siriue and thlB-Sﬂ which wan flylng in the aren. The
P52 reder contact and the “temporary- loes of URF transmission . could
be mttrivuted to a plasms similar to ball lightning, The eir visual
frow the D-52 could be tHe ster Vega which vas on the horizon at the
time, or it could bs & light on the ground, or posalitly ® plasma,
The physical viplation of the lock of DSCAR 7 Goes not seem to ‘be
reloted to UMOs in say way. Jat ' -

2. Mo further investigetion by theForedgn “dchnology Division is
contemplated. For your information we sre attsching a copy of the

sequence of ovents, A reswse of the sightingend e discussion of
the background information, ;

1. Baquence of Hvants

£, Besume of Bightings

'3+ Piacusaion of Packground
© w3 Meh :

o
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T SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
: l; 1 5t
S " — 0030 ! Airman Isley sighted 1light in the east (117). :
. 0230 A1C O'Conmer sighted brignt lignt (117) da e
P . PR
\& A i - SSgt Smith sighted bright star light {117)
C v . It T § i
£ | 0308 .. 5sat Bond, ALC Adems, le Jeplonski sighted it in s -
‘ (Ltr fm Lt Col wer.ucb & 1175) | \
] fl ! 2 —-0320 §Sgt Smith, sAlC Eajglar, Alc Ven.nedall sight . U,Rq-‘ar Nes gnb' i
o [v 8 (Ltr fm Lt Col Werlich) _ |
REE 0324 SSgt 'Wagla, ALC Allis, AlC "Dérr sight UFO
N (Etr fm Lt Col Werlich)
1 C . . 2 LS L
L 0325 SSgt Halko, ALC Jenkins, A1C Richardson sight UFO [Eas
A (Ltr fm Lt Col Verlich) e ! S I )
8 0335 W B.52 on’heading 260° asked to look for orange light'l5 to T i
| B 16 miles at 1 o'clock position (reply affirmative?) i e fi S
t 1 "A/C yoger I see & « o+ « (garbled)" (Transeript from tape) TN '
. I F" —— —— " . -
. || 1 ; 0345 ALC O'Conner no longer sees light (117) Y TR i
[ S = .
AL 0352 B-52 in haze. WVeathers radar places object three miles at '
i D. % o A
H 3 | ) -1 o'elock, B-52 cannot see. (Trsnscript of tape) :
1‘ ! ! * i
. l -—3\ 0358 B-52 loses transmission to tower. (Transcript of tape). . P j !
& ! " P : -] e
! o between | ¥ T Ny | i
[ : . 0k00-0k02 B-52 regains ability to transmit. (Trhnscript of tape) i
l 0L06:15 B-52 scope p):iotos start -(scope pho‘r.o) ! Lo ﬂ
0406351, l ” B-S2 gcope photds end (scope photo) _ !
ok13 COntroller tells 52 that missile site personnel advise i "
| o that they ﬁon t see enything eny more. [ 4
ok15 SSgt Smith last sighted 1ight -(117) J

o417 &/c requests f:l.n.al to touchdm at Okko (Tranacript ct’ tape) i
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: . 557 .
ouz2d A{C on final for landing (Tremscript of t.u.pe} .
: : and is observing 3
< Ok Pilot turns oa base leg for final landing
ho33 unidentified orange lignt. (Transcript of tape)
0500 SSgt Bond no longer sees, light (117) 9 ik g
] o
0518 A1C Adams no longer sees light (117) 2 2Rl
r sees light (117) e
. ALC Js,_blon*i_ no longe ;] P J : b
L] e = [, : .
1 L} I I ..
v |
(" o
i |I '
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5 Airman Isley stated that he observed the object from 0030 to -
p \ ok30, for 3%— to 4 hours. It was seen south of his position, first :
'_ g I being seen in the east and disappearing in the southeast. The )
E] ) 1ights looked like the lighis of a jet aircraft and 1t came uithin
T ! , hearing distance twice. The: sound was thaet of Jet engim
§ Buring the period of observation it vent out of signt a few 'times
L o | 3
g e . and then reappeared, At one time he-sighted two objects. ,_@1‘50 e
¥ h = ! o e
€ sighted E-SQ on its first pass. =~
L I
A ; AXC O'Conner, vao vas with Alrman Isley, stated that he saw
:-1 g ' the UFO from 0230 to 03h5 hours. (1\:0 explanation for conflict in | ;
!" 11, " duration.) The ligit was seen rﬁo\nng in varims directions' in the
| »
1 ‘1 southern skies. The o‘n,ject appeared as a self- 1u.mimms big ‘nall
$- g
i || L AL of white light tbat seemed to change to a green light.,- then later *
! i ot ’ ' 5
\' v "?1 to a dim amber color. Heard & moise éimilar toethat of a Jet
-i't ' aireraft. A ‘B-52 in the ares was asked to che€k out the sighting'

THIS PAGE IS lmths SIFIED.  orh f et

|
and was seen west'. of the object. 'I‘ha ob:ject d:l.d not appear again

art.er £he B-52 made 1tsi first pass (52 ma.de pa.ss at about

0335 hours).

T

AIC Jablonski, who vas dispatched by 8Sgt Bond to' November 1

with Airman Isley and AlC O‘Conﬁer , reported 'thét. he sighteﬂ' the

. object for two hours off €nd oh, The cbject was self luminous with, . g

1] ] 2] g ]
: , glowing orange-red, ‘wnite, and greenish alternating and at times ‘. PR~ g
=4 - a " avatag iy fr

- d o ' -
5 " . o Ll v AN - il
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H combinations could be seen. Ynen first dispatched, sighted another i
; object exactly the same &s that wnich sppeared out of the east and .
; . \
" [ moved towsrd the other. A B-52 was diverted to the general &area. i
B -
& A First seen and hesrd sbout 35 minuigs after first sighting of u'\ -
G . ' . * 3
E 4 object. Object stayed basically to the southeast, while B-52 was \ : oo
r | " | "
I in southwesterly position. - y ) _ &
1 s ALC Adams, vho vas dispatched with ALC Jablonski, also stated W
[ that he sighted the object for about two hours in the southern
N
\c skies. The UFQ seemed to assume & s‘:,:ﬁ..‘m:m.ryf position, first in
k a bovering poéition, then it would speed up. The reddish orange ‘
S light kept changing whlte and occasionally green. B=52 ‘bomber | A !
| r,S- I . . M= 4
o7 M ¢ neard approximately L5 minutes after seeing UFQ. B-52 west end i
. F ol [ [
; 1 much higher than UFO. -
f
i g" 8Sgt Bond sighted the object in the-southern skies for two |
Cy . g

. |"" hours twenty-six minutes. The UFO appesred a6 & point of light. |
It appesred about the same &3 landing lights on the B-52 which was r
diverted to the srea, except for the flashing red lighbts on the B-52. '

SSgt Smith sighted the, UFO from 0230 to OL15 hours. It vas ;'
seen prmaril}'-i;f the south-som.hvesF off and on for 1 hour 15 minutes. .

& | LY
The object appeared as though & star would sppear on| the horizon

i

_on a clear night. The phenomencn appesred 10 be & reddish burnt

: _ !
fa W 5" orange. SSgt Smith saw it fade and change as & Star might" twinkle. "

[ ], b - v I‘..' 'u
P oo
2 ' / | i
by ! I E ; ] L :,
w 1
. : b, 3
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Jie algo noticed & slight hint of green. The object resembled the o
planet Mars, in color and size, as it risels on the horiZon. : Z_/ :
Major Partin, the pilot of the §-52, visually sighted en' = . '

unidentj.field light from 9%30 ti11 0435 hours'local. It eppeared

as ‘& bright orange vall of lignt about 15 miles away in the veste

northwest, and: vas elther on the ground or slightly #ove the ground.

The light remained stationary as he flew toward it. e turned onto - ; g i

base leg about ome mile south of tone light snd was above it. The
P :

light did not.move during this time.

| o detailed information was submitted to this office relative:

10 the sightings of AlC Bajgiar, AIC Vennedell, SSgt Wagla, ALC Allis,
ALC Derr, SSgt Halko, ALC Jenkins, and AIC Richardson. for wis -
any 1n§orm.at;.1on submitted with reg&rlds to the, possible visual
ohservaticm hy aireraft at 0335 bours local, rsdsr paint by ueat.he:s
radsr at 0352y or exact.time when the B-52 first entéred the area

of the sightings.
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"’ Weather conditions were such that tﬁere was naze and scattered

1 magni.tude of -1.58, has characteristic colors of blues-red-white-grieen,

I i ot yikm® .
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DISCUSSION OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION

-]

- i 7.
clouds in the area of the s.‘.g‘m‘.ing. There was also &-tempgrature’ ‘

e

{nversion at the 2 - 5,000 ft sltitude level. Stars could be o i 5y

séendnd this was indicated in all {he AF Forms 117 submitted to Cj

- o

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. - : SR -

A.

—

1. Sirius was the brightest astronomical object in the : i :

skies during the period of the sightings. It bas a stellar

and would have been visible in the scutnesstern sky during most of
- '3 -
W

the sightings. (See Atch #1) i ' . P
2. The scintilletion of Sirius would have been increased
I'd L}

by the temperature inversion. ) . i 7 e

3. Common celestial object® when seen through haze are -

often misinterpreted. (See Atch #2)

Ly Clouds passing in front of 'the stgr would have caused - ™
it to disappear and then reap'pea;. v : Trees
Se Stationary lights when seen ageinst | Ia Jblack background ’ v v i
can appear to move. This process is called aut.a;.inesis. (See "Atch #3) -
: B. I . o . i
1. Init.ial repoE-t 1nd1cst.ed a' simultaneous ground visual I &% I
and air visual at sbout 0335 local: This vas noti substantiated by
the pilot's form 117. The piloy indicated he ‘sighted an unidentified . | [+
o F

1ight at -sbout 0435 local. e i - k
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be painted on radar.

“ time of the yi:ar and 1‘ia an electrical atmospherie pheqom’mn,
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2. The B-52 arrived in the area on a 50 pautical mile W

radius clenrance and began various maneuvers including a verticm
"s" pattern. This took place at alrost the same time :s the first
ground sighting. It is entirely possible that the ini?ial sighting
and the su‘naequént; activities of the object were in fact the B=52 : 1oy Yo s ey
accomplishing upEGr airvork. Iatexj._aightinge; of brig}i iights i : i SRS 2ol
and flashing green and white lights, accompa.ni;:l '55} a.low Jet Sy
engine sound, Wrelate 'u:.t.h the B-52 making a "VOR penetration; : ' = 43
flow approach, and missed approach. Fortions of ‘the maneuver are .

| g @

accomphshen with the aircraft landing ligl'ts on. The haze layerec:

cloud conditions could ha\re difrused light sources and made ’ AL
me:'ntiﬁca_uon dirfieult (ref T from Tt Col Werlich). = (TR, R LR

' 3. Mt 0435 local, 't‘ne'pnc.r. of the B-52 4izhtgd a bright - ;
lig%i’c in t.hlewes;-nor,thuest on or near the ground. ,At O35 Vegs ™

was on the horizon at azimuth 345 degrees.

1. Plasmas can effect electrical equipment and can also

[

_ 2. Rlasmas, such as ball lightning, can’occur in clear

veather as well as stormy weather? _ I N
3., Plasmas, such as ball lightning, cen be seen visually 1 :
i i ki i -
and a:'ppear as & fiery ball. The most common colors are red, orange; .. i
20 3 ; _

yellow, blue and whirt.e. - : ol LAt ‘
h. Aurora Borea].is is quite often seen from Minot AFB’ at this '

o tal
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L \ AT 0300 bours local 2l October 1968 %
i ' AZIVUTH . EIEVATION
H* Regulus 78 10
1 Capalla 65 8o
, 8 Castor 83 50
Pollux 91 5
p Procyon ' oow 112 30
: A Betelgeuse 138 LT
G Sirius 138 28
E Rigel be 1 a5
' hllebaran - 164 60
Aries - 235 L8
I Deneb + 315 22
G A uVega 331 Yoo
b ol r -
U AT 0LOO HOURS LOCAL, 2k OCTOBER 1968 ,
N .
Yoo ¥ars 83 at horizon =
L Jupiter - &2 just pelow borizon
Regulus 89 20
A Capella X 90
[, S Castor al 55‘.‘
| 8 Pollux 106 55"
Lk Procyon .t 126 37
| F Sirius 152 24
i Fetelgeuse 159 50
by LR Rigel 175 35 " '
85 I hldebaran 190 - 7 TR |
i Afies 251 L7 '
A | Deneb 3‘21& 15 ]
by ! A Vega 341 at hotizon
I ! . .’ ;
i , .,
i n a




STAR HOPPING IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE
A List of Prominent Stars In Order Of Brightness

Star Position

Star Name (Right Ascension/Declination) Color Magnitude
Sirius 6 Hours, 45.0 Mins./-16° 35' Blue-red-white-green -1.58
Vega 18 Hours, 35.2 Mins./+38° 44' Blue-white + 0.04
Capella 5 Hours, 18 Mins./+45° 57' Yellow +0.21
Arcturus 6 Hours, 41.0 Mins./-18° 33' Orange to yellowish +0.24
Rigel 5 Hours, 12.1 Mins./-8° 15' Blue-white +0.31
Procyon 7 Hours, 38.7 Mins./+5° 21' Yellowish-white + 0.60
Altair 6 Hours, 41.0 Mins./-18° 33' Yellowish-white +0.80
Betelgeuse 5 Hours, 52.5 Mins./+7° 24' Red +0.92
Aldebaran 4 Hours, 33 Mins./+16° 25' Orange to reddish +1.00
Pollux 7 Hours, 43.3 Mins./+28° 8' Yellow +1.21
Spica 13 Hours, 22.6 Mins./+18° 25' Blue +1.21
Antares 16 Hours, 28.3 Mins./-26° 16' Red +1.22
Formalhaut 22 Hours, 54.9 Mins./-29° 53' White +1.28
Deneb 20 Hours, 33.7 Mins./+45° 3' White +1.33
Regulus ? 10 Hours, 5.7 Mins./+12° 13' Blue-white +1.34
Castor 7 Hours, 31.4 Mins./+32° Green-white +1.53
Epsilon Ursus Majoris 12 Hours, 81.3 Mins./+58° 10 White +1.60
Bellatrix 5 Hours, 22.4 Mins./+6° 18' Blue +1.69
Mira 2 Hours, 16.0 Mins./-3° 12' Red +1.7t09.5
Episilon Orionis 5 Hours, 33.7 Mins./-1° 14' Blue +1.75
Beta Tauri 5 Hours, 23.1 Mins./+23° 34" Blue-white +1.78
Alpha Persei 3 Hours, 23.7 Mins./+48° 41' Yellow-white +1.88
Eta Ursus Majoris 13 Hours, 45.0 Mins./+45° 34' Blue +1.81
Gamma Casseopeia ? 6 Hours, 34.3 Mins./+16° 27" White +1.83
Alpha Ursus Majoris 11 Hours, 38.7 Mins./+62° 1' Orange +1.85
Delta Denis Majoris ? 7 Hours, 6.4 Mins./-28° 10' Yellow +1.93
Beta Denic Majoris ? 6 Hours, 23.5 Mins./-17° 58' Blue +1.98
Zeta Orinis 5 Hours, 28.2 Mins./-1° 53' Blue +2.05
Beta A ? 51 Hours, 58.9 Mins./-44° 57" White + 2.07
Ploaris (Pole Star) 1 Hour, 46.8 Mins./+23° 2' Yellowish +2.12
Alpha Ophinchi ? 17 Hours, 32.3 Mins./+12° 33" White +2.14
Delta Sagittarii 18 Hours, 52.2 Mins./-26° 22' Blue +2.14
Alpha Andromedae 8 Hours, 5.8 Mins./+26° 48" White +2.15
Alpha Hydrea 2 Hours, 29.1 Mins./-8° 23' Orange +2.16
Mizer ? 13 Hours, 21.8 Mins./+55° 11" Green-white +2.18

EXPLANATORY NOTE: Right Ascension on the Celestial Shphere is equivalent to Longitude on the Earth;
Declination is equivalent to Latitude. A plus (+) sign before Declination indicates north of the Equator, a minus (-)
sign means south of the Equator. In terns of magnitudes, minus numbers are indicators of increasing brightness as
the numbers grow larger; plus numbers indicate a decrease in brightness as the numbers grow larger. The degree
(°) symbol should be understood by everyone. The symbol for minutes of arc (') indicates fractions of a degree; each
degree is composed of 60 minutes of arc. “mins.” of course is a common abbreviation for “minute,” in the case of
Right Ascension, or Celestial Longitude, the minutes are minutes of time and not of arc.

These stars can be tested in several ways” a) by the use of well aligned setting circles on an equatorial mount, b)

recommended) and finally ¢) by the use of good star plotters such as the AccuStar also pictured in this chapter.
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AT li"fdf-r:g"“‘ GROUP - | 2 LOCATION i o
‘ \ 0300 local 12002 KIELSON AFB, ALASKA T L ) i
) 3, SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION ' ‘ e P 5
AR military © | RADAR: » Provavle Anomalous propagation = A ; ST
T - . VISUAL: Probable Astronomical (MOON) _ ¢ G/- : £ i s e Sl
. 4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS e . ) ' £ e Bt L
-i. ! Comments; See reverse side of card ! )
I v one : . T i ‘ !
5 4| - LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIGF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS : . SR AN Pl
| ‘At 0300 local, several aircraft controllers sightdd a large
P =25 mins . orange or yellow lignt in'a clesr.area of sky south of the ' oty
A 5. TYPE OF OBSERVATION base, The light dz.d not move much laterally (excep_t.'alightly;“ _,_1
L G \ west) and gradually beéceme dimmer until 1t__di§aypenred.to D3 L y
£ : ground vidual 0325 into the heze that had mbved into the area, - The ; =
7 COURSE Foirbanks RAPCON v ¢ coatacted, by thé tower personngl, and' " :
g1 8ty ' ; ; | reporteé: radar returnsfouth of Eielson AFBs . _ .. Ol i e W L
I see caseé 2. 4 RN S o ; ,
8 . [e. priovos _ A ; QR
S0 | 0O Yes '\ 2 I r o gy . I s ;
e 9, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 2 o ; S AR
, L z ] 0 Yes ] ’ W Y . e e A |.-
A 2 Ho | ' ¥ < o R
5. . FORM g Pr e ' R e W
S _.FTD scps1 0-329 (TDE)  irravious siliiione af this fuis sy e wnmila B W] el W o2 Lot e i
L a ! ' . - o 3 ' .
Foetsy _ . S A
G o i 1 - © LI GG Thi ACH. Sguadron.al Murphy Jocme l.éca'..ed‘_ 35 km wesu of Eiellﬁon_:'_\i-‘a vas '?'. ¥
E ' :..-‘-,x‘._.!sﬁ%c; Eo re:‘.nr": nay visual or radar siphvings in areq 1n guestion. NNo ‘slgntings. :
D e made.| There were no saoWn aireralt or oalloons that colild hsve been in th : e
VL. ':'nel-e was £ good, currelution between times of' the radar sightings and vi uals . 5
skt redar slgatiogs o not correlate well with visuals in referenge To moverent, |

1
i
|
cur s ¥ of objects {hvolved and position of objects. This compined with tne !
.. .cuent oy vhe RAPCON console operator that he thought the paints were radar !
‘ghosus indicates’ that the radar paints vere indeed due to snomalocus propagation. l

L4

=

: A 0300 loeal the moon was at azimuth of 194 dep and elevation of 5 19 6 deg -and

wes vary ngasly & full moon (ful) moan 10 Jul 68). At abouv 0325 local it was &t

npproximately 201 deg az end at about 4 to(5 éeg elevation. -This' combined with the :
statgment that the obJject wag scen jn a bright patth Qf*ﬂg_“nﬁ that ~the" sky :

" zradually hazed over in the south would seem to inﬁirn‘te at the observers were looking. U
at the moon. < R 1 ¢
. . ‘ 'l g
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The disorioatation that pilois.cxperienco durdag nicht formation
£1light may rogult frem whpat 23 cglled tho cutolkinetic L1lusion. ,Tao
autokinotic 41lusion is 2 vicusl nhoncmemon in which o statiomery spot of
light againot & dars baclkground appears to-Covo erretically. It io:l=cwa:
to have boon oxperiomced by pilois wken jhoy wero obsarving foruation i
lighta om other ajrewast (8), Inm faet, this illusion can dicoricnt o A e o
' trained pilot to the oxtent that ho will spim in o liak traimoz (8 By g @y e iy e e
‘ & rocont night 7dmatlon flight uceident & surviving pilot roportod that . s
: ' ho "ew” tha other two circraft im tho formation poel-off to tko loff Rl P
whon, actually, thoy had set chanpod ccurse (16). Oa tho basia of s ° : S
feloo information ho'mamcuvarcd bic oircraft so as to collide with tho e
other two with a rosultant loss of omd pilet and £hree F-86D alreralt.
The ‘Ypeeling-off" of thocs jwo aircraft ic typical of thé mature of tho :

autokinotie illusion. 3 o §

A i A

-y

»

:fﬂHf- ooy om

th_eutigatio;ls of tho culokinetic’illusiocn rovoal that tho spgzaren
movomont| 18 groatest and most froquexnt whon emell; (point-sourcc), dinm _ _ !
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TDPT (UFO) 13 NOV 1968
UFO Observation, 24 October 1968
Special Security Office (SAC)

1. Reference SSO message 0715407, with regards to evaluations of UFO reports from
Minot AFB. The following conclusions have been reached after a thorough study of the
data submitted to the Foreign Technology Division. The ground visual sightings appear
to be of the star Sirius and the B-52 which was flying in the area. The B-52 radar contact
and the temporary loss of UHF transmission could be attributed to a plasma similar to
ball lightning. The air visual from the B-52 could be the star Vega which was on the
horizon at the time, or it could be a light on the ground, or possibly a plasma. The
physical violation of the lock of OSCAR 7 does not seem to be related to UFOs in any
way.

2. No further investigation by the Foreign Technology Division is contemplated. For your
information we are attaching a copy of the sequence of events, a resume of the sightings

and a discussion of the background information.

FOR THE COMMANDER
/s/

HECTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Lt Colonel, USAF 3 Atch

Chief, Aerial Phenomena Branch 1. Sequence of Events

Aerospace Technologies Division 2. Resume of Sightings

Production Directorate 3. Discussion of Background
w/3 Atch

Cy to: USAF (SAFOICC)
862 Combat Support Group
Minot AFB, North Dakota



0030

0230

0308

0320

0324

0325

0335

0345

0352

0358

Between
0400-0402

0406:15

0406:51

0413

0415

0417

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
Airman Isley sighted light in the east (117)
A1C O’Conner sighted bright light (117)
SSgt Smith sighted bright star light (117)

SSgt Bond, A1C Adams, A1C Jablonski sighted light in SSE
(Ltr fm Lt Col Werlich & 117s)

SSgt Smith, A1C Bajgiar, A1C Vennedall sight UFO
(Ltr fm Lt Col Werlich)

SSgt Wagla, A1C Allis, A1C Derr sight UFO
(Ltr fm Lt Col Werlich)

SSgt Halko, A1C Jenkins, A1C Richardson sight UFO
(Ltr fm Lt Col Werlich)

B-52 on heading 290° asked to look for orange light 15 to 16 miles at 1
o’clock position (reply affirmative?) “A/C roger I see a . . . (garbled)”
(Transcript from tape)

A1C O’Conner no longer sees light (117)

B-52 in haze. Weathers radar places object at three miles at 1 o’clock.
B-52 cannot see. (Transcript of tape)

B-52 loses transmission to tower. (Transcript of tape)

B-52 regains ability to transmit. (Transcript of tape)
B-52 scope photos start (scope photo)
B-52 scope photos end (scope photo)

Controller tells 52 that missile site personnel advise
that they don’t see anything any more.

SSgt Smith last sighted light (117)
A/C requests final to touchdown at 0440 (Transcript of tape)

Atch# 1



0428

0435

0500

0518

A/C on final for landing (Transcript of tape)

Pilot turns on base leg for final landing and is observing unidentified
orange light (Transcript of tape)

SSgt Bond no longer sees light (117)
A1C Adams no longer sees light (117)

A1C Jablonski no longer sees light (117)



RESUME

Airman Isley stated that he observed the object from 0030 to 0430, for 3% to 4
hours. It was seen south of his position, first being seen in the east and disappearing in
the southeast. The lights looked like the lights of a jet aircraft and it came within hearing
distance twice. The sound was that of jet engines. During the period of observation it
went out of sight a few times and then reappeared. At one time he sighted two objects.
Also sighted B-52 on its first pass.

A1C O’Conner, who was with Airman Isley, stated that he saw the UFO from
0230 to 0345 hours. (No explanation for conflict in duration.) The light was seen moving
in various directions in the southern skies. The object appeared as a self-luminous big
ball of white light that seemed to change to a green light, then later to a dim amber color.
Heard a noise similar to that of a jet aircraft. A B-52 in the area was asked to check out
the sighting and was seen west of the object. The object did not appear again after the B-
52 made its first pass (52 made pass at about 0335 hours).

A1C Jablonski, who was dispatched by SSgt Bond to November 1 with Airman
Isley and A1C O’Conner, reported that he sighted the object for two hours off and on.
The object was self luminous with glowing orange-red, white and greenish alternating

and at times

ATCH #2

combinations could be seen. When first dispatched, sighted another object exactly that
same as that which appeared out of the east and moved toward the other. A B-52 was
diverted to the general area. First seen and heard about 35 minutes after first sighting of
object. Object stayed basically to the southeast, while B-52 was in southwesterly
position.

A1C Adams, who was dispatched with A1C Jablonski, also stated that he sighted
the object for about two hours in the southern skies. The UFO seemed to assume a

stationary position, first in a hovering position, then it would speed up. The reddish



orange light kept changing white and occasionally green. B-52 bomber heard
approximately 45 minutes after seeing UFO. B-52 west and much higher than UFO.

SSgt Bond sighted to object in the southern skies for two hours twenty six
minutes. The UFO appeared as a point of light. It appeared about the same as landing
lights on the B-52 which was diverted to the area, except for the flashing red lights on the
B-52.

Ssgt Smith sighted the UFO from 0230 to 0415 hours. It was seen primarily on
the south southwest off and on for 1 hour 15 minutes. The object appeared as though a
star would appear on the horizon on a clear night. The phenomenon appeared to be a

reddish burnt orange. SSgt Smith saw it fade and change as a star might twinkle.

2

He also noticed a slight hint of green. The object resembled the planet Mars, in color and
size, as it rises on the horizon.

Major Partin, the pilot of the B-52, visually sighted an unidentified light from
0430 till 0435 hours local. It appeared as a bright orange ball of light about 15 miles
away in the west-northwest, and was either on the ground or slightly above the ground.
The light remained stationary as he flew toward it. He turned onto the base leg about one
mile south of the light and was above it. The light did not move during this time.

No detailed information was submitted to this office relative to the sightings of
A1C Bajgiar, A1C Vennedall, SSgt Wagla, A1C Allis, A1C Derr, SSgt Halko, A1C
Jenkins and A1C Richardson. Nor was any information submitted with regards to the
possible visual observation by aircraft at 0335 hours local, radar paint by weathers radar

at 0352, or exact time when the B- 52 first entered the area of the sightings.



DISCUSSION OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Weather conditions were such that there was haze and scattered clouds in the area of the
sighting. There was also a temperature inversion at the 2 — 5,000 ft altitude level. Stars
could be seen and this was indicated in all the AF Forms 117 submitted to Wright-

Patterson Air Force Base.

1. Sirius was the brightest astronomical object in the skies during the period of the
sightings. It has a stellar magnitude of —1.56, has characteristic colors of blue-red- white-
green, and would have been visible in the southeastern sky during most of the sightings.

(See Atch #1)

2. The scintillation of Sirius would have been increased by the temperature
inversion.

3. Common celestial objects when seen through haze are often misinterpreted.
(See Atch #2)

4. Clouds passing in front of the star would have caused it to disappear and then
reappear.

5. Stationary lights when seen against a black background can appear to

move. This process is called autokinesis. (See Atch #3)

1. Initial report indicated a simultaneous ground visual and air visual
at about 0335 local. This was not substantiated by the pilot’s form 117. The pilot
indicated he sighted an unidentified light at about 0435 local.

Atch #3



2. The B-52 arrived in the area on a 50 nautical mile radius clearance and began
various maneuvers including a vertical “S” pattern. This took place at almost the same
time as the first sighting and the subsequent activities of the object were in fact the B-52
accomplishing upper airwork. Later sightings of bright lights and flashing green and
white lights, accompanied a low jet engine sound, correlate with the B-52 making a VOR
penetration, low approach, and missed approach. Portions of the maneuver are
accomplished with the aircraft landing lights on. The haze layered cloud conditions could
have diffused light sources and made identification difficult (ref TWX from Lt Col
Werlich).

3. At 0435 local, the pilot of the B-52 sighted a bright in the west-northwest on or
near the ground. At 0435 Vega was on the horizon at azimuth 345 degrees.

C.
1. Plasmas can effect electrical equipment and can also be painted on radar.
2. Plasmas, such as ball lightning, can occur in clear weather as well as stormy
weather.

3. Plasmas, such as ball lightning, can be seen visually and appear as a fiery ball.
The most common colors are red, orange, yellow, blue and white.
4. Aurora Borealis is quite often seen from Minot AFB at this time of the year and

is an electrical atmospheric phenomenon.



AT 0300 local 24 October 1968

AZIMUTH ELEVATION
Regulus 78 10
Capella 85 80
Castor 88 50
Pollux 91 45
Procyon 112 30
Betelgeuse 138 47
Sirius 138 28
Rigel 158 35
Aldebaran 164 60
Aries 235 45
Deneb 315 22
Vega 331 4

AT 0400HOURS LOCAL, 24 OCTOBER 1968

Mars 83 at horizon
Jupiter 82 just below horizon
Regulus 89 20
Capella o 90
Castor 91 58
Pollux 106 55
Procyon 126 37
Sirius 152 24
Betelgeuse 159 50
Rigel 175 35
Aldebaran 190 80
Aries 251 47
Deneb 324 15
Vega 341 at horizon

Atch 3-1



PROJECT 10073 RECORD

1. DATE — TIME GROUP
11 Jul 68
0300 local 1200Z

2. LOCATION
Eielson AFB Alaska

3. SOURCE
Military

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS
One

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
25 Mins

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
ground-visual

7. COURSE
See Case

8. PHOTOS
No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
No

10. CONCLUSION

RADAR: Probable Anomalous propagation:
VISUAL: Probable Astronomical (MOON)
Comments: See reverse side of card

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

At 0300 local, several aircraft controllers sighted a large orange or yellow light in a clear
area of sky south of the base. The light did not move much laterally (except slightly west)
and gradually became dimmer until it disappeared to 0325 into the haze that had moved
into the area. The Fairbanks RAPCON was contacted, by the tower personnel, and
reported radar returns south of Eielson AFB.

COMMENTS: The 744 ACQ Squadron at Murphy Dome located 35 km west of Eielson
AFB was requested report any visual or radar sightings in area in question. No sightings
made. There were no known aircraft or balloons that could have been in the area in



question. There was a good correlation between the times of the radar sightings and
visuals but radar sightings do not correlate well with visuals in reference to movement,
quantity of objects involved and position of objects. This combined with the statement by
the RAPCON console operator that he thought the paints were radar “ghosts’ indicated
that the radar paints were indeed due to anomalous propagation. At 0300 local the moon
was at azimuth of 194 deg and elevation of 5 to 6 deg and was very nearly a full moon
(full moon 10 July 68). At about 0325 local it was at approximately 201 deg az and at
about 4 to 5 deg elevation. This combined with the statement that the object was seen in a
bright patch of sky and that the sky gradually hazed over in the south would seem to
indicate that the observers were looking at the moon.

Atch 3-2



The disorientation that pilots experience during night formation flight may result
from what is called the autokinetic illusion. The autokinetic illusion is a visual
phenomenon in which a stationary spot of light against a dark background appears to
move erratically. It is known to have been experienced by pilots when they were
observing formation lights on other aircraft (8). In fact, this illusion can discomfort a
trained pilot to the extent that he will spin in a link trainer (8). In a recent night formation
flight accident a surviving pilot reported that he “saw” the other two aircraft in the
formation peel-off to the left when actually, they had not changed course (16). On the
basis of this false information he maneuvered his aircraft so as to collide with the other
two with the resultant loss of one pilot and three F-86D aircraft. The “peeling-oft” of
those two aircraft is typical of the nature of the autokinetic illusion.

Investigations of the autokinetic illusion reveal that the apparent movement is
greatest and most frequent when small (point-source), dim lights are being viewed but it
is still present in the case of large light sources (6, 7) and, although to a lesser degree,
when viewing patterns of lights (8). Therefore, the use of more or larger area reference
lights in formation flight should cause a reduction in the autokinetic effect. It has been
demonstrated that autokinetic movement was frequent and large when only one reference
light was visible during formation flight, was much reduced when two reference lights
were visible, and reduced even more when tree [three?] reference lights were visible (8).

REFERENCE WADC TR 55-124
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